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Matt Nathanson compares the 
back-and-forth banter with his 
audience to having sex with a 
stranger. While not talking does 
have its place, he said, it’s more 
fun to talk and “get to know the 
audience before we make the 
sweet love.”

For the Massachusetts native, 
it feels natural to communicate 
and have a connection with 
his audience.

Nathanson will perform an 
acoustic set at 7:30 p.m. April 25 
in the IMU second- 
floor ballroom.

Admission is $18.50 for students, 
$24.50 for the 
general public. 
The show is 
general-admission 
seating, and it will 
be the closing 
show of 
RiverFest 2010.

In August 2007, 
the artist released 
his most recent 

album, Some Mad Hope, which 
features the platinum-selling 
single “Come On Get Higher,” as 
well as hits including “Car Crash” 
and “Still.” The record peaked at 
No. 60 on the Billboard 200.

Over his career, Nathanson has 
toured with such artists as John 
Mayer, P!nk, and OAR, and he has 
played more than 250 live shows 
in the past two years. He’s even 
performed on the “Late Show 
with David Letterman” as well as 
with Daryl Hall on his monthly 
Internet concert “Live From 
Daryl’s House.”

So it probably doesn’t come as 
a surprise that he has a sense of 

humor 
and 
ability 
to ap-
peal to 
stu-
dents 
and 
com-
munity 
mem-
bers 

4 things you didn’t know 
about Matt until now...

He listens to a 
full album every 
morning.

1

He attended 
Pitzer College in 
Claremont, Calif.

2

His wife Bridget 
was his RA in 
college.

3

His new album is set 
to be released in
early 2011.

4

— factors that contribute to 
RiverFest and SCOPE wanting 
to bring Nathanson to campus. 
Organizers looked for an enter-
taining, family-friendly act and 
one that has proven to consis-
tently do a good job at that, said 
TC Lockhart, SCOPE’s general 
manager.Not all of Nathanson’s 
shows are acoustic, but he feels 
colleges are receptive to the 
more intimate environment an 
acoustic set offers.

Lockhart agreed. He feels the 
show is a unique event to bring 
to RiverFest.

“I definitely think there’s some-
thing special when it’s just one 
guy performing all of his music 
directly to the audience,” the UI 
senior said. “I like the idea that 
[the audience members will] get 
something that maybe they can’t 
get from listening to a CD or 
listening to the radio.”

And with Nathanson’s perfor-
mances that’s almost a guaran-
tee. In fact, the singer/songwriter 
doesn’t know what he’ll perform 
until 45 minutes before the show, 
and he will sometimes even play 
a song he didn’t plan at request 
from the audience.

With six studio albums, Nathan-
son has a deep pool of tunes 
to choose from. He sometimes 
plays covers because they’re fun 
to perform or “maybe I heard a 
Rihanna song on the drive in, 
and I feel like busting into ‘Rude 
Boy,’ ” he said.

Both emotions and humor are 
heightened during his acoustic 
sets because the connection is 
intimate. And that’s why he feels 
crowd interaction is crucial.

“It’s not just me getting up there 
and performing for people. It’s 
kind of like our party,” he said. 
“I might be the guy hosting the 
party, but people have to bring 
the bean dip.”

Matt Nathanson 
headlines RiverFest

Singer-songwriter Matt Nathanson visits the 
University of Iowa to play an acoustic set as 

the closing show of this year’s RiverFest
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Aries                                    March 21-April 20
Your natural warmth charms everyone, which means you will be the 
life and soul of the party. The New Moon on December 5 encourages 
you to move out of your comfort zone. You may travel, or meet some-
one special from far away. Don’t leave everything until the last minute. 

Taurus                              April 21-May 21
Relationships will be back on positive footing, so you and your love 
interest can enjoy some great times together. Your social life continues 
to be busy and deeply interesting. Who will you meet next? It may be 
someone who brings positive change to your life. Don’t be shy!

Gemini                              May 22-June21
Expect to attend some great business-related parties, which may 
boost your career more than you realize. You’ll get to take your current 
partnership to a new level of commitment. New relationships will 
blossom. The festive season holds many surprises. Expect to connect 
with old friends and past lovers.

Cancer                               June 22-July22
You won’t be short of good company, but you will need to stand your 
ground, especially on December 14. Others need to know you mean 
business. The New Moon on December 5 is perfect for getting back 
into a healthy routine - you won’t regret it. The New Year rings in some 
wonderful opportunities.

Leo                                      July 23-Aug. 23
You will be doing a lot of entertaining. It’s time to create any excuse 
for a get-together and run with it. You make everyone feel so welcome 
that you won’t be short of companions. The New Moon on December 5 
is great for beginning a new love affair or a creative endeavor.

Virgo                                Aug. 24-Sept. 23
You are set to have a great time. Despite Mercury turning retrograde 
mid-December, you will be partying, organising events, and enjoying 
yourself. The New Moon on December 5 is perfect for getting your 
house in order. Put the lights up and give the main rooms a splash of 
color with festive accents.

Libra                                  Sept. 24-Oct. 23
This is always a busy time of year for you, as you put so much into 
making other people feel happy. This trend is set to continue. So, 
bearing this is mind, make sure you give yourself a chance to relax 
- especially mid-December. The earlier you get organized the more 
relaxed and happy you will be.

Scorpio                             Oct. 24-Nov. 22
This is always a busy time of year for you, as you put so much into 
making other people feel happy. This trend is set to continue. So, 
bearing this is mind, make sure you give yourself a chance to relax 
- especially mid-December. The earlier you get organized the more 
relaxed and happy you will be.

Sagittarius                     Nov. 23- Dec. 22
Everyone wants to come over to your home. It has become known 
as the popular place to be, with great company, great food, and a 
chance to relax and unwind. You will be doing a lot of entertaining 
and everyone will appreciate your hospitality. You family may become 
extended as a result.

Capricorn                         Dec. 23-Jan. 20
This holiday season offers you a chance to reflect on your life and your 
goals. Don’t accept every invitation that comes your way. Instead, 
use the time to make positive changes in your life. Don’t forget your 
relationships. Get everything organized as early as possible for peace 
of mind. Then take a break!

Aquarius                          Jan. 21-Feb. 18
Although you love your friends and are very sociable you’ll prefer be-
ing with the family and a few close pals this holiday season. Keeping 
things intimate will help you wind down. There are going to be plenty 
of good times for you to treasure. But even more important is your 
chance for a change of heart!

Pisces                              Feb. 19-March 20
The good times are certainly going to roll for you this holiday season. 
With a focus on your social zone you can expect intrigue, and love af-
fairs could have you tied up in knots. Mid-December needs care in this 
respect. Otherwise you will be happy and very busy!

Lady’s Drink
Here we highligh a drink of the month. 

From mango margaritas to a glass (or bot-
tle, we don’t judge) of Riesling, we give 
you something new to try each month.

Lemon Drop Martini
This is a very sweet and lemony drink that 
came into vogue during the 1970s in California. 
It is now a favorite drink, well, everywhere.

• 1 1/2 ounces vodka
• 1/2 ounce orange
   liqueur
• 1 teaspoon superfine 
   sugar or to taste*
•  3/4 ounce freshly-
   squeezed lemon
   juice
•  Ice cubes
•  Superfine sugar for 
   dipping
•  Twisted peel of
    lemon



Andy Stoll didn’t know a road 
trip to Ames for a Ben Harper 
and Jack Johnson concert would 
eventually change his view of the 
world. The two-hour drive helped 
Stoll, 30, realize the possibilities 
available after graduation.

“When you graduate, it’s really 
amazing, because you can do 
anything,” he said. “But it’s also 
extremely scary, because you can 
really do anything.”

A combination of the regret of 
not studying abroad during col-
lege and the idea of adventure 
led Stoll to plan a trip around the 
world. His original idea was to 
travel for a year, but a scholarship 
from the Iowa City Noon Rotary 
Club extended his trip to 
two years.

After three years of saving 
money, Stoll began his adventure 
around the world on Aug. 16, 
2006 — eight years to the day he 
arrived in Iowa City as a fresh-
man at Mayflower. He carried an 
empty passport, a backpack, and 
a one-way ticket to China.

The goal of the trip, Stoll said, 
was to get a better understand-
ing of how people live in the 
world, and he planned meaning-
ful volunteer opportunities. They 
led him to cultivate maize in 
Zambia, climb Mount Kilimanjaro 
with 10 street kids from Tanza-
nia, play an 18th-century British 
soldier in Bollywood, and work in 
a dress factory in Thailand.

At the end of his second year, 
the native of Omaha was out 
of money. But there was more 
of the world that Stoll, who is 

half-Japanese and half-German, 
wanted to see. With the recession 
starting in the United States, it 
was a bad time to return home 
anyway. He decided to work 
while he traveled — beginning 
in Australia and weaving his way 
back to Asia.

Spending only around $25 per 
day during his travels, Stoll found 
the commonalties that connect 
cultures and the differences that 
make them interesting.

“The biggest lesson I learned is 
that — cultural and language dif-
ferences aside — we are all much 
more similar than we’re led to be-
lieve,” he said. “At the end of the 
day, all people in the world just 
want a better life for their kid.”

David Gould, the University of 
Iowa interdepartmental studies 
coordinator, finds Stoll’s univer-
sal message to be significant. 

Gould’s Perspectives in Leisure and Play course 
requires students to create a plan for a gap year — 
a time typically spent seeing the world and discov-
ering who you are.The professor said Stoll inspired 
the assignment.

“What a way to live a life,” Gould said. “Who knows 
what [Stoll’s] next chapter will be. I think it will, in 
part, be to encourage people to [travel].”

That’s what he did for junior Kelsie Neubauer — 
a student in Gould’s course — who may follow 
through with her gap year plan of volunteering at 
orphanages in North America.

“[Stoll] helped me realize there are so many things 
you can do,” said Neubauer, 20. “And that you can 
make them possible with a little bit of research.”

Even though Stoll has a story to share and friends 
all over the world, he’s ready to settle down in the 
town where he’s most comfortable.

“I’ve been in 37 countries and 250 cities,” he said. 
“And Iowa City still has some of the best combina-
tions of things that make it a place I like to 
call home.”

Spotlight Iowa City
Alum gets more than a taste of the world
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5 Things you didn’t 
know about Andy 
until now...

He is originally 
from Omaha, Neb.

1

2 He is only fluent 
in English.

3 He missed the 
chocolate cake 
at One Twenty Six 
while abroad

4 He hasn’t visited 
South America 
or Antartica

5 He’d like to move 
to China



 Darlene Simon shops for Christmas presents in July. 
With 24 grandchildren and great-grandchildren, she 
needs a head start. 

But Simon isn’t shopping for their actual gift — 
she’s just shopping for stocking stuffers. She isn’t 
shopping in the dollar aisle at Target or the redline 
sale at Toys “R” Us. Simon is at a garage sale.

“I find the best things at garage sales,” said Simon, 
pointing to her zebra-print, gladiator sandals. “I got 
these for two bucks.”

Garage sales — usually held in a driveway, garage, 
or front yard —  offer used goods for cheap prices 
that are typically unwanted by the seller. Garage 
sales are advertised through various mediums, 
including flyers and newspaper ads. With endless 
rows of various clothes and household items, one 
never knows what one will find while shopping at a 
garage sale.

Simon finds random, cheap gifts at garage sales 
and uses them to fill 13 stockings each Christmas. 
She stuffs them with the best candies, lotions, 
perfumes, and toy trucks she can find. As far as she’s 
concerned, the kids love them.

“It’s their favorite part of Christ-
mas Eve,” Simon, 76, said. “I was 
going to stop filling them when 
the kids turned 16, but they got 
mad and told me not to.”

But in all actuality, Simon’s 
grandchildren and great-grand-
children have more fun laughing 
at the gifts in their stockings than 
appreciating them. 

Chocolate candies tend to be 
hard and a couple years old. 
Waxy pink and red lip glosses 
have smeared fingerprints on 
them. Lotions are half used and 
the tiny perfume samples smell 
like hamsters. 

Fishing lures are often missing 
hooks. Markers are out of ink. 
And, sometimes the monogram 
personalized items, like key 
chains and necklaces, have the 
wrong letter. 

Even though the stockings are 
full of useless gifts, the kids can’t 
deny it’s the highlight of Christ-
mas Eve at Grandma Simon’s.

“I look forward to them every 
year because it’s so fun to see 
what kind of crazy stuff Grandma 
can find throughout the year,” 
Hannah Simon, 17, said. 

Once, Hannah pulled a red Mick-
ey Mouse bra out of her stocking. 
The bra was a cup size too big, 
and Hannah was in fifth grade.

Because of Simon’s flamboyant 
personality, it should come as 
no surprise that she would buy 
small, inexpensive — and some-
times embarrassing — stocking 
stuffers at garage sales. 

Simon’s 18-year-old granddaugh-
ter Sydney Good agrees. 

“Honestly, only Grandma Simon 
would do this,” Good said. “I don’t 
know anyone else who would 
find the things she does.” 

Simon’s grandchildren credit her 
over-the-top behavior as the cul-
prit for why the stocking stuffers 
are weird but still fun. 

Simon stands 5-foot-6-inches 
and always has her white-gray 
hair perfectly in place. Her eye-
brows are never the same — she 
draws them on each morning. 
She wears rings on every finger 
except her thumbs and layers on 
the same two necklaces 
every day. 

Simon is the type of woman who 
wants to see the male entertain-
ment show Australia’s Thunder 
From Down Under every time 
she visits Las Vegas. She owns 
over 80 pairs of flip flops, all of 
which have colorful jewels or 
outrageous designs for 
added spunk.

Like her sandals, not all the 
things Simon buys at garage 
sales are for Christmas stockings. 
Sure, she’s known for finding the 
gifts that make her grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren 
laugh until their cheeks hurt. But 
Simon does find valuable things 
when garage sale shopping. 

She bought Good — her grand-
daughter who recently moved 
into a new apartment — a re-
cliner for $30. Simon found a $15 
baby basinet for granddaughter 
Addison three years ago. 

“If someone needs something, 
they tell her and she finds it 
within a couple weeks at a 
garage sale,” Jaymie Krebsbach, 
23, said. 

And she should — Simon started 
going to garage sales regularly in 
her mid-40s and hasn’t stopped 
since. What began as a ritual with 
her mother has become a weekly 
habit. Now, Simon has recruited 
her grandchildren to go with. 

“It’s fun to see Grandma in her 
own element,” Krebsbach said.

A garage 
sale love
Darlene Simon has a passion for shopping 
at garage sales. It’s there that she finds 
stocking stuffers for her 24 grandchildren.
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Have your 
Lemon Cake 

and eat 
it too

Author Aimee Bender will read 
from her latest novel, The Particular 

Sadness of Lemon Cake, at Prairie 
Lights in Iowa City.
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Aimee Bender writes in the 
morning. She wakes up and 
trundles over to her computer. 
At first she procrastinates by 
checking e-mail. Then she writes 
down the minute she starts. Two 
hours later she stops. Some days 
are good. Others are bad, but the 
author has stamina.

“I have a deep belief that if you 
stay put for enough days in a 
row, something 
will happen,” she 
said. “It can feel 
torturous, but 
that’s part of 
the process.” 

The author will 
read from her 
most recent 
novel, The Par-
ticular Sadness 
of Lemon Cake, 
at 7 p.m. today 
at Prairie Lights 
Books, 15 S. 
Dubuque St. Admission is free.

The Particular Sadness of Lemon 
Cake follows the story of Rose 
Edelstein, who, on the eve of her 
9th birthday, bites into her moth-
er’s homemade lemon-chocolate 

cake and discovers she has a magical gift: She can 
taste her mother’s emotions in the cake. But the gift 
is actually a curse — she tastes desperation and de-
spair. The Particular Sadness of Lemon Cake is a story 
about the enormous difficulty of loving someone 
fully when you know too much about her.

Bender’s love for writing began as a kid when she 
wrote stories in elementary school. She took a 
break during her adolescent years, but the passion 
grew again during college and wouldn’t go away. 
Because of her interests — words, relationships, 
storytelling — it makes sense that Bender is drawn 
to writing but she said it took her a while to dive in 
full force.

Though the author writes nearly every day, she 
rarely has a goal when she begins. But that is what 
she thinks ultimately gets her to the feelings or 
ideas she wouldn’t experience in 
everyday life.

“It comes from a very particular place and through 
that I can express something that is different than 
I would say out loud or even think,” Bender said. 
“Then, hopefully, I can put it out there, and some-
one will respond to it.”

Because she doesn’t have a goal when she starts 
writing, most of the process is trying to find the 
story and understand the characters. But as she 
continues writing, she develops a better idea of 
what the story is about and can help shape 
the ending.

A lot of Bender’s stories are influenced by 
a dream type of logic, she said, which is 
something that comes naturally. She artic-
ulates an experience or feeling between 
characters and feels that sometimes the 
best way to express that is to put it in a 
skewed world.

When she isn’t writing, she teaches full 
time at the University of Southern Califor-
nia (her first teaching job was for elemen-
tary students when she was 21). She also 
enjoys going to museums, cooking, riding 
her bike, and going to dinner 
with friends.

But despite her interest in a variety of activities, it 
all comes back to writing.

“What’s nice about writing is that everything is ma-
terial,” Bender said. “But it ultimately comes down to 
sitting down and having a disciplined work sched-
ule to [create stories].”



I was prepared to have a spring break that 
everyone and her mother envied. I would 
become best friends with a white-sand beach 
in the Caribbean and spend my days dream-
ing of a shirtless Kellan Lutz. The cherry on 
top of my delicious vacation sundae would be 
reading Chelsea Handler’s newest collection 
of personal essays, Chelsea Chelsea Bang Bang, 
while nearly getting a third-degree sunburn.
I learned the hard way that sun spoils the ice-
cream treat — starting with the cherry.

Chelsea Chelsea Bang Bang can be described 
as both disappointing and lacking any literary 
substance. A combination of the two should 
have created a preface to warn readers of 
the irrelevant words on the pages they were 
about to turn.

Released March 9, Chelsea Chelsea Bang Bang 
explores the twisted lifestyle the author 
leads. Whether it’s a series of e-mails between 
siblings or a detailed joke played on her CEO 
boyfriend, Handler fails in her 
attempt to create an essay 
with any significance.

An unfortunate element seen 
throughout the collection 
is a shortage of focus. In the 
essay “Chunk,” Handler begins 
by describing Southwest Air-
lines, then quickly switches to 
discussing a friend’s bachelor-
ette party that ends in a wres-
tling match. This somehow 
leads Handler to illustrate 
the process of adopting a 
new dog and rambling about 
purchasing a mini-horse to 
keep at her sister’s place. It 
concludes with Handler’s friend asking to be 
put in her will so that he gets her dog, Chunk. 
Still with me? Didn’t think so.

Handler does offer a few essays that highlight 
her comedic and literary abilities. “The Feeling” 

is Handler’s account on discover-
ing eroticism at the age of 8 and 
realizing that she couldn’t get 
enough of herself.

“When Life Hands You Lemons, 
Squeeze Them into Your Vodka” 
follows Handler in an attempt to 
inform her unreasonable parents 
on the importance of following 
trends while persuading them to 
buy her a Cabbage Patch Kid.

Both essays — the first two in the 
collection — provide a sensible 
plot and outbursts of laughter.

However, a component missing 
from many pieces in the collec-
tion is a sense of purpose. After 
reading most of the essays, I was 
left asking myself, “What was 
the point in reading that?” The 
essay “Grey Gardens” is a perfect 
example. Handler takes the un-
fortunate reader through a lazy 
Saturday of eating a variety of 
Lean Pockets and crying hysteri-
cally while watching Definitely, 
Maybe and Sex and The City: 
The Movie.

Being a fan of the 
comedian for years, I 
admit I may have been 
holding Handler to a 
higher standard than 
the collection provides. 
Her two previous books 
— Are You There Vodka? 
It’s Me, Chelsea and My 
Horizontal Life: A Collec-
tion of One-Night Stands 
— are brilliantly crafted 
and hilarious. They even 
established Handler as a 
New York Times 
bestselling author.

Despite her previous 
success with writing, 

Chelsea Chelsea Bang Bang leaves 
readers empty-handed and 
wanting more from the multital-
ented author. The only benefit I 
can attribute to reading the col-
lection is my fabulous tan.

No Bang
Author, comic and TV show host Chelsea 
Handler fails in her attempt to deliver a good 
read with her third novel, Chelsea Chelsea 
Bang Bang.



 On Wednesday nights, he’s a girl. 

The transformation starts with makeup at 8:30 p.m. 
After shaving, Andy Rausch applies a basecoat to 
his face. Then, he accentuates his brow bone with 
white eyeliner and adds fuchsia eye shadow to 
his lids. 

Rausch draws on thick black eyeliner above and 
below his fake lashes. 

He glues on a wig. Then another. And eight more. 
After all 10 dirty blonde wigs are properly in place, 
Rausch styles them for even more volume. 

Next, he squeezes into his size 14 dress — gold and 
glittery. He adds hip pads and layers on rhinestone 
bracelets, fake pearl necklaces and huge 
hoop earrings.

Rausch straps a pair of eight-inch, platform sandals 
to his ankles and adds fake nails to complete 
his look. 

After two hours, he’s ready for the stage. 

Andy Rausch is now Crystal Envy, a full-fledged 
drag queen.

“It’s kind of an escapism for the five minutes of a 
song or whatever,” Rausch, 21, said. “You get to be 
somebody who can do anything and be anything 
they want.”

And Crystal Envy is devoted to drag — a form of 
entertainment in which men dress and act like 
pompous women. Sometimes this is for fun. Other 
times it’s for competition.

Crystal uses drag for both.

She won the title of Miss Pride of Iowa on June 20 
at Studio 13. The title allows her to compete in the 
Miss Gay Iowa USOfA pageant in September and — 
if she wins — the Miss USOfA pageant next spring. 

“It was very unexpected,” Rausch said. “I was new to 
it so I didn’t really know what I was doing.”

A Double Life
Andy Rausch is a senior at the University of Iowa and 
a part-time employee at Victoria Secret. And some-
times he’s Crystal Envy, a full-fledged drag queen.

10

FE
AT

UR
E S

TO
RY



Becoming Crystal Envy 
Crystal was born in early spring 2009 during 
an open stage night in Iowa City. She’s been an 
entertainer ever since. Crystal has one goal for her 
performances — to put on a full production show. 

Some drag queens chose to physically enhance 
themselves, like surgically removing a rib or shrink-
ing their waist. But that’s not what Rausch wants 
for Crystal. 

“I want to be a performer because I’m a good per-
former, not because I look superficial,” Rauch, said. 

Because Rausch knows Andy and Crystal are two 
separate people, he can easily switch between the 
being one or the other. He feels the transformation 
is simple because the two individual personalities 
are so different — starting with the names. 

Rausch wanted a stage name that fit him perfectly. 
Something fabulous. Something glamorous. 

His passion for shiny things, like glitter and rhine-
stones, in collaboration with the bottle of Cristal 
champagne he was drinking at the time created the 
name Crystal. And because Rausch’s favorite color is 
green (with envy) the last name was 
easily fashioned.

“I wanted to be like the people I look up to as enter-
tainers, like Pink or Lady Gaga,” Rausch said. “That 
weird kind of fashion is exactly what Crystal is.” 

Dressing the part
Rausch feels best when he’s wearing eight inch 
heels. He even goes as far as labeling his high-
heeled ankle boots comfortable.

“I would prefer a good pair of heels over flat shoes 
any day,” Rausch, said. “And the taller the better.”

Rausch sometimes finds shoes for Crystal in adult 
stores. Sometimes he finds them online at Sequin-
Queen.com and MadeForAQueen.com, where he 
also buys some of his dresses. The gowns can run 
close to $1,000, Rausch said. 

Websites, makeup tips, and creative stores, like 
Hobby Lobby, are only a few tricks the drags share 
among each other. 

“There are all kinds of drag secrets,” she said. “I don’t 
even know them all but that’s the fun of it. You learn 
something new every day.”

But Rausch doesn’t keep the secrets to himself — 
he often shares them with his co-workers at Victo-
ria’s Secret. In fact, he’s the go-to person for makeup 
tips and fashion advice. 

“Whenever I do my makeup at work, I’ll always ask him what color I 
should wear first,” said Taylor Wilson, who has worked with Rausch for 
seven months. “He’s better at it than any girls in the store.”

Even though Rausch is the only guy who works at the Coralville loca-
tion of Victoria’s Secret, he sometimes can’t completely hide Crystal at 
his job. On occasion he sprays glitter on his all black outfit. Other times 
he wears a big, chunky ring. 

“He’s just one of the girls,” said Lisa Stanforth, who has worked with 
Rausch for three months. “He always has to have his bling.” 

Made for a queen 
It takes Crystal about two hours to get ready for a show. Four for a 
pageant. And for pageants, he always hires someone to help him 
get ready. 

“Pageants are all about the right hair and makeup,” Rausch said. “It’s 
like Toddlers and Tiaras. It’s gets really competitive.”

Pageants are becoming more popular among drag performers. 
Rausch said 41 contestants competed in Miss Gay Iowa USOfA 
last year. 

Drag pageants consist of three portions: interview, evening gown, 
and talent. 

The talent portion allows the drags to do basically whatever they 
want. For Miss Pride of Iowa Crystal chose to do a big dance number 
to Lady Gaga’s “Bad Romance,” complete with backup dancers and 
acrobatic lifts. 

“Drag is an art form,” Rausch said. “It’s performance art for me.” 

But not every performance flows smoothly. Sometimes Crystal trips 
and falls in her heels but keeps going. Other times she has to go to 
hospital — only after finishing the performance first — because she 
popped her knee out of place while doing the spilts. 

Even during mishaps, Crystal is still a performer enjoys the spotlight. 
And that’s ultimately what Rausch wants most for Crystal. 

While Rausch hopes Crystal wins more major titles, like Miss USOfA, 
in the future, he wants more than anything for her to maintain her 
entertainer persona. 

“I plan on doing what I’m doing in the future,” he said. “Just better.”
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