
BEFORE & AFTER Edit Comparison 
 
A Double Life – BEFORE 
 

Andy Rausch sometimes wears eight inch heels. But don’t worry. He’s more 
comfortable in heels than in any other type of shoe.  

“I would prefer a good pair of heels over flat shoes any day,” he said. “And the 
taller the better.” 

The 21-year old is better known as Crystal Envy—his drag performance name.  
Heels, wigs, dresses, glitter, and crowns are all a part of her normal life.  
Dressing up drag is usually a man acting and looking like a doll-like woman for the joy 
of entertainment.  

On June 20, 2010, Crystal won the title of Miss Pride of Iowa at Studio 13, 13 S. 
Linn. This allows her to compete in the Miss Gay Iowa USOfA pageant and possibly the 
Miss USOfA pageant. She also holds the current title of Ms Coralville. 
The Beginning 

In early spring 2009, a friend of Rausch’s suggested he take what was a typical 
Halloween costume to the next level. With his nerves nearly overpowering him, Rausch 
performed for the first time in drag during an open stage night in Iowa City.  

“It’s all about nerves,” he said. “But at the same time, it’s all about confidence.”  
Thanks to his background in show choir, Rausch’s confidence kicked in once he 

was on stage. And to his surprise, the show was fun.   
Shortly after his first performance, Rausch began opening his own shows at 

Vito’s. This became the start of his drag career.   
“It’s kind of an escapism for the five minutes of a song or whatever,” he said. 

“You get to be somebody who can do anything and be anything they want.” 
Rausch now performs every Wednesday at Studio 13, where he also works as a bartender.   
 
Who is Crystal Envy? 

When Rausch set out to create his performance name, he wanted a name that fit 
him perfectly. Something fabulous and glamorous.  

He has always been drawn to shiny things, like glitter and rhinestones. So when 
he looked down at the bottle of Cristal he was drinking, the name Crystal seemed to come 
naturally.  

With green being Rausch’s favorite color, he used to the saying “green with 
envy.” Envy, he thought, would make a great last name for Crystal.  
Crystal Envy was born.  

“I wanted to be like the people I look up to as entertainers, like Pink or Lady 
Gaga,” Rausch said. “That weird kind of fashion is exactly what Crystal is.”  
The Costume 

It takes Crystal about two hours to get ready for a show. Four for a pageant.  
Most of her clothes are custom made because, like Rausch said, “it’s not every day that 
you go into a store and find a fully sequined dress.” She also shops online at 
SequinQueen.com and MadeForAQueen.com.  



Gowns can easily run close to $1,000, Rausch said, comparing them to prom 
dresses with more rhinestones and glitter. Crystal, who wears a size 14, says she spends a 
lot of prep time fitting into tiny dresses.  

She also orders her eight-inch high-heeled shoes online. But sometimes she finds 
them in adult stores. In fact, Crystal gets a lot her creative ideas from stores outside the 
drag sphere, like Hobby Lobby and Michaels.  

A major component of Crystal is her hair. She doesn’t wear just one wig — most 
of the time she’s wearing 10. Sometimes she pins it, other times it’s glued. This is just 
one of her tricks.  

“There are all kinds of drag secrets,” she said. “I don’t even know them all but 
that’s the fun of it. You learn something new every day.” 

Crystal typically follows a routine while getting ready. It’s almost become like a 
habit, Rausch said. He always has to shave before going on stage, of course. He finishes 
by putting on hip pads and fake nails. Crystal always powders her face to look pretty and 
smiles a lot.  

Now she’s ready.  
Before stepping on stage in full costume, Rausch takes a personal moment to 

thank God.  
“It’s a ‘thanks for everything’ kind of moment,” he said. “I’m safe. I’m healthy, 

and I’m going to go out there and have fun no matter what.”  
Even during mishaps, Crystal is still a performer. Sometimes she trips and falls in 

her heels but keeps going. Other times she pops her knee out of place while doing the 
splits during a performance and has to go to the hospital—but only after finishing the 
number first, of course.  

While not every performance flows smoothly, Rausch doesn’t find dressing drag 
to be difficult. For him it’s more of a learning experience.  

“When I started drag, I looked like a boy wearing a wig,” he said. “Now I can say 
that I change how I look completely. It’s all about trying new things.”  
 
The Pageants  

Rausch usually does his own hair and makeup when becoming Crystal. But not 
when it comes to pageants.  

“Pageants are all about the right hair and makeup. It’s like Toddlers and Tiaras,” 
Rausch said. “It’s gets really competitive. People go all out for it.” 

For example, Rausch said some drags shrink their 32-inch waist to become a 20-
inch waist. Others have lip injections. The craziest thing Rausch has heard a drag do is 
undergoing surgery to get a rib removed in order to fit into a size six dress.  

That’s not the route Rausch wants Crystal to take, though.  
“I want to be a performer because I’m a good performer, not because I look 

superficial,” he said.  
Pageants are becoming more popular among drag performers. Rausch said 41 

contestants competed in Miss Gay Iowa USOfA last year.  
Drag pageants consist of three portions: an interview, evening gown, and talent. A 

panel of judges rate the contestants on various questions during an interview session. 
Next comes evening gown.  



Contestants must be able to model the gown and be finished with proper jewelry, 
hair, and shoes. 

Lastly is the talent portion where participants can do basically whatever they 
want. For Miss Pride of Iowa Crystal chose to do a big dance number, complete with 
backup dancers and acrobatic lifts.   

“Drag is an art form,” Rausch said. “It’s performance art for me.”  
Rausch plans to continue being a performer and entertainer in coming years. He 

hopes Crystal gets more major titles, like Miss USOfA, added to her credentials over the 
next few years.  

“I plan on doing what I’m doing in the future,” he said. “Just better.” 
 
 
A Double Life – AFTER  
 

On Wednesday nights, he’s a girl.  
The transformation starts with makeup at 8:30 p.m. After shaving, Andy Rausch 

applies a basecoat to his face. Then, he accentuates his brow bone with white eyeliner 
and adds fuchsia eye shadow to his lids.  

Rausch draws on thick black eyeliner above and below his fake lashes.  
He glues on a wig. Then another. And eight more. After all 10 dirty blonde wigs 

are properly in place, Rausch styles them for even more volume.  
Next, he squeezes into his size 14 dress — gold and glittery. He adds hip pads and 

layers on rhinestone bracelets, fake pearl necklaces and huge hoop earrings. 
Rausch straps a pair of eight-inch, platform sandals to his ankles and adds fake 

nails to complete his look.  
After two hours, he’s ready for the stage.  
Andy Rausch is now Crystal Envy, a full-fledged drag queen. 
“It’s kind of an escapism for the five minutes of a song or whatever,” Rausch, 21, 

said. “You get to be somebody who can do anything and be anything they want.” 
And Crystal Envy is devoted to drag — a form of entertainment in which men 

dress and act like pompous women. Sometimes this is for fun. Other times it’s for 
competition. 

Crystal uses drag for both. 
She won the title of Miss Pride of Iowa on June 20 at Studio 13. The title allows 

her to compete in the Miss Gay Iowa USOfA pageant in September and — if she wins — 
the Miss USOfA pageant next spring.  

“It was very unexpected,” Rausch said. “I was new to it so I didn’t really know 
what I was doing.” 

 
Becoming Crystal Envy  

Crystal was born in early spring 2009 during an open stage night in Iowa City. 
She’s been an entertainer ever since. Crystal has one goal for her performances — to put 
on a full production show.  

Some drag queens chose to physically enhance themselves, like surgically 
removing a rib or shrinking their waist. But that’s not what Rausch wants for Crystal.  



“I want to be a performer because I’m a good performer, not because I look 
superficial,” Rauch said.  

Because Rausch knows Andy and Crystal are two separate people, he can easily 
switch between the being one or the other. He feels the transformation is simple because 
the two individual personalities are so different — starting with the names.  

Rausch wanted a stage name that fit him perfectly. Something fabulous. 
Something glamorous.  

His passion for shiny things, like glitter and rhinestones, in collaboration with the 
bottle of Cristal champagne he was drinking at the time created the name Crystal. And 
because Rausch’s favorite color is green (with envy) the last name was easily fashioned. 

“I wanted to be like the people I look up to as entertainers, like Pink or Lady 
Gaga,” Rausch said. “That weird kind of fashion is exactly what Crystal is.”  
 
 Dressing the part 

Rausch feels best when he’s wearing eight inch heels. He even goes as far as 
labeling his high-heeled ankle boots comfortable. 

“I would prefer a good pair of heels over flat shoes any day,” Rausch, said. “And 
the taller the better.” 

Rausch sometimes finds shoes for Crystal in adult stores. Sometimes he finds 
them online at SequinQueen.com and MadeForAQueen.com, where he also buys some of 
his dresses. The gowns can run close to $1,000, Rausch said.  

Websites, makeup tips, and creative stores, like Hobby Lobby, are only a few 
tricks the drags share among each other.  

“There are all kinds of drag secrets,” she said. “I don’t even know them all but 
that’s the fun of it. You learn something new every day.” 

But Rausch doesn’t keep the secrets to himself — he often shares them with his 
co-workers at Victoria’s Secret. In fact, he’s the go-to person for makeup tips and fashion 
advice.  

“Whenever I do my makeup at work, I’ll always ask him what color I should wear 
first,” said Taylor Wilson, who has worked with Rausch for seven months. “He’s better at 
it than any girls in the store.” 

Even though Rausch is the only guy who works at the Coralville location of 
Victoria’s Secret, he sometimes can’t completely hide Crystal at his job. On occasion he 
sprays glitter on his all black outfit. Other times he wears a big, chunky ring.  

“He’s just one of the girls,” said Lisa Stanforth, who has worked with Rausch for 
three months. “He always has to have his bling.”  
 
Made for a queen  

It takes Crystal about two hours to get ready for a show. Four for a pageant. And 
for pageants, he always hires someone to help him get ready.  
  “Pageants are all about the right hair and makeup,” Rausch said. “It’s like 
Toddlers and Tiaras. It’s gets really competitive.” 

Pageants are becoming more popular among drag performers. Rausch said 41 
contestants competed in Miss Gay Iowa USOfA last year.  

Drag pageants consist of three portions: interview, evening gown, and talent.  



A panel of judges rate the contestants on various questions during the interview and the 
drags must be able to properly model an evening gown. 

The talent portion allows the drags to do basically whatever they want. For Miss 
Pride of Iowa Crystal chose to do a big dance number to Lady Gaga’s “Bad Romance,” 
complete with backup dancers and acrobatic lifts.  

“Drag is an art form,” Rausch said. “It’s performance art for me.”  
But not every performance flows smoothly. Sometimes Crystal trips and falls in 

her heels but keeps going. Other times she has to go to hospital — only after finishing the 
performance first — because she popped her knee out of place while doing the spilts.  

Even during mishaps, Crystal is still a performer enjoys the spotlight. And that’s 
ultimately what Rausch wants most for Crystal.  

While Rausch hopes Crystal wins more major titles, like Miss USOfA, in the 
future, he wants more than anything for her to maintain her entertainer persona.  

 “I plan on doing what I’m doing in the future,” he said. “Just better.” 
 


