
Christmas Shopping In July 
 

Darlene Simon shops for Christmas presents in July. With 24 grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, she needs a head start.  

But Simon isn’t shopping for their actual gift — she’s just shopping for stocking stuffers. 
She isn’t shopping in the dollar aisle at Target or the redline sale at Toys “R” Us. Simon is at a 
garage sale. 

“I find the best things at garage sales,” said Simon, pointing to her zebra-print, gladiator 
sandals. “I got these for two bucks.” 

Garage sales — usually held in a driveway, garage, or front yard — offer used goods for 
cheap prices that are typically unwanted by the seller. Garage sales are advertised through 
various mediums, including flyers and newspaper ads. With endless rows of various clothes and 
household items, one never knows what one will find while shopping at a garage sale. 

Simon finds random, cheap gifts at garage sales and uses them to fill 13 stockings each 
Christmas. She stuffs them with the best candies, lotions, perfumes, and toy trucks she can find. 
As far as she’s concerned, the kids love them. 

“It’s their favorite part of Christmas Eve,” Simon, 76, said. “I was going to stop filling 
them when the kids turned 16, but they got mad and told me not to.” 

But in all actuality, Simon’s grandchildren and great-grandchildren have more fun 
laughing at the gifts in their stockings than appreciating them.  

Chocolate candies tend to be hard and a couple years old. Waxy pink and red lip glosses 
have smeared fingerprints on them. Lotions are half used and the tiny perfume samples smell like 
hamsters.  

Fishing lures are often missing hooks. Markers are out of ink. And, sometimes the 
monogram personalized items, like key chains and necklaces, have the wrong letter.  

Even though the stockings are full of useless gifts, the kids can’t deny it’s the highlight of 
Christmas Eve at Grandma Simon’s. 

“I look forward to them every year because it’s so fun to see what kind of crazy stuff 
Grandma can find throughout the year,” Hannah Simon, 17, said.  

Once, Hannah pulled a red Mickey Mouse bra out of her stocking. The bra was a cup size 
too big, and Hannah was in fifth grade. 

Because of Simon’s flamboyant personality, it should come as no surprise that she would 
buy small, inexpensive — and sometimes embarrassing — stocking stuffers at garage sales.  

Simon’s 18-year-old granddaughter Sydney Good agrees.  
“Honestly, only Grandma Simon would do this,” Good said. “I don’t know anyone else 

who would find the things she does.”  
Simon’s grandchildren credit her over-the-top behavior as the culprit for why the 

stocking stuffers are weird but still fun.  
Simon stands 5-foot-6-inches and always has her white-gray hair perfectly in place. Her 

eyebrows are never the same — she draws them on each morning. She wears rings on every 
finger except her thumbs and layers on the same two necklaces every day.  

Simon is the type of woman who wants to see the male entertainment show Australia’s 
Thunder From Down Under every time she visits Las Vegas. She owns over 80 pairs of flip 
flops, all of which have colorful jewels or outrageous designs for added spunk. 

Like her sandals, not all the things Simon buys at garage sales are for Christmas 
stockings. Sure, she’s known for finding the gifts that make her grandchildren and great-



grandchildren laugh until their cheeks hurt. But Simon does find valuable things when garage 
sale shopping.  

She bought Good — her granddaughter who recently moved into a new apartment — a 
recliner for $30. Simon found a $15 baby basinet for granddaughter Addison three years ago.  

“If someone needs something, they tell her and she finds it within a couple weeks at a 
garage sale,” Jaymie Krebsbach, 23, said.  

And she should — Simon started going to garage sales regularly in her mid-40s and 
hasn’t stopped since. What began as a ritual with her mother has become a weekly habit. Now, 
Simon has recruited her grandchildren to go with.  

“It’s fun to see Grandma in her own element,” Krebsbach said. “She finds everything and 
gets so excited over the smallest things.”  

Simon checks the newspaper daily for updated listings of garage sales going on over the 
weekend. She goes to garage sales every Friday evening during the summer, but only goes to a 
few when the temperature begins to drop. Sometimes she’ll go on a Saturday morning if she sees 
a sign posted or has something specific she really wants to find.  

“You really have to shop around and go to a bunch of garage sales, but soon enough 
you’ll find what you’re looking for,” Simon said.  
	  
	  
	  


